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Summer has come and gone and we 
are back to the routine of life.  This 
summer, a number of Ontario 
alumnae attended the 5th Worldwide 
Reunion organized by our New York 
counterpart.  Our apprehension for the 
past years since the Vancouver 
Worldwide Reunion was unfounded.  
New York has no formal organized 
Maryknollers and yet, like true 
Maryknollers, they were ingenious in 
pulling off a very successful 3-day 
event.  They rose up to the challenge 

when called upon and raised more than US$130,000 for the Motherhouse. 
 

The venue for the 5th Worldwide Reunion was decided upon in Vancouver before the 9/11 
tragedy.  Yet, in the face of terrorist alert for New York, New Jersey and Washington D.C. in 
early August 2004, Maryknollers converged to New York from all over the world to fulfill 
what they had previously committed - reunite once again to rekindle the Maryknoll spirit. 
 

The New York Organizing Committee has decided to form a permanent chapter of the MCS 
alumnae with links to other parts of the world.  Many pictures of the Reunion are posted on 
our website  www.mcsontario.org .  They are free for downloads.  While surfing, you can see 
what others are doing in Australia, Hong Kong, Vancouver and New York. 
 

Souvenirs are available through our committee members: 
Badges         $3.00  coffee mugs    $8.00  fleecy blankets      $20.00 
thermos     $20.00  tote bags       $20.00  umbrellas              $20.00 
New York WWR directories (6˝ x  8½˝)          $8.00  photo album CD   $20.00 
The net proceeds of the sale will go to the Motherhouse for the caring of the aging Sisters. 

Ludia Fong 

Cynthia Church - yr. 1987  
Bernadette Yuen - yr. 1955 

It was wonderful attending the 5th 
Maryknoll Worldwide Reunion this 
summer.  There were plenty of mo-
ments that touch the hearts, one way 
or another.  The weather was per-
fect for the occasion from the time 
we left Toronto on August 5th till 
the day we returned on August 9th.  
The experience was so overwhelm-
ing that we find it difficult to in-
clude the many details. 
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Maryknollers are unique.  There is a spirit among us that binds us, 
both individual and collective, that makes things happen.  It started the 
evening we arrived in New York when Anne Kong, class of 71, in-
vited all of her classmates and the twenty-two ‘Torontonians’ to din-
ner at her Battery Park condominium overlooking ‘Ground Zero’.  The 
energy, strength and generosity of this lady is very much appreciated. 

 

Friday, August 6th, 
marked the official be-
ginning of the Reunion, 
with registration of the 
participants, the taking of 
the class photographs 
and the distribution of souvenirs and directories.  On Saturday morning, two 
busloads of Maryknollers and friends descended onto Motherhouse where the 
Sisters warmly welcomed them with a prayer service held in the chapel.  Sr. 
Marie Gladys Gonzalez danced to the song ‘You are Mine’ by David Haas.  
Sr. Miriam Xavier Mug and Sr. Agnes McKiernan were not well enough to 
attend the events in Manhattan but we had a 

chance to meet with them “at home”.  Sr. Miriam Xavier could address each of the three girls 
she taught in 1955 by name.  Sr. Agnes was a colleague of Gertrude Chan and they traded sto-
ries of yester-years. 
 

We also toured the burial grounds of the Sisters who died.  A list of the Sisters who taught at 
MCS and have since passed away can be found on our website, their names, and when and 
where they died.  Just click on the link http://www.mcsontario.org/recent_happenings.htm   
and you will find many more pictures of the Reunion. 
 

The venue of the Gala Dinner was at Chelsea Pier 60 at the waterfront where we had the chance to enjoy the night view of 
the city.  The food was great.  Over 250 alumnae and friends attended.  The keynote speaker 
was Sr. Joan Delaney from Chicago.  She spoke of the ‘inquiring mind’ – inquiring about 
things, about people and about ideas.  First comes the awareness of our natural surroundings, 
then the interaction of people we come in contact with on the daily basis and finally the 
books/media and high technology that enable us to continue to exercise our inquiring mind 
intellectually which in turn, help us to synthesize 
them by applying, learning and sharing the contexts 
with others. 
 

Sr. Jeanne Houlihan commented her latent apprecia-
tion of the verse from the School Song “The mother 
of our future, from whom we shall carry TRUTH to 
home, to country, to the world; we call this our first 

duty”.  It was the word ‘TRUTH’ that finally struck her to learn all Maryknollers 
truly live up to the motto.  
 

The 5th Reunion concluded 
on Sunday with a farewell Mass at St. Patrick’s Cathedral on 5th 
Ave. between 50th and 51st Streets.  All in all, every one had a great 
time, thanks to the hard work and dedication of the New York Or-
ganizing Committee.  Congratulations New York 
Maryknollers.  Work well done! 
 

The 6th Reunion will take place in San Francisco in 2007.  As a 
junior alumna of 1987, I can tell my future alumnae not to be afraid 
of being intimidated by our more senior alumnae.  We mixed so 
well and shared so many of their light-hearted moments of old argu-
ments with old friends, the girlish chitchatting with no pretense, and 
the stories that the older members told of their days at school more 

than half a century ago! 
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Once  again  it  is  time  for  the  Academic 
Achievement Award.  Children of members with 
an  overall  average  of  above  80%  in  six  Ontario 
Academic Credits are eligible to apply .  The awards 
will be given out at the dinner on Oct. 29.  Transcripts 
should  be sent  to  P.O. Box 20056, Nymark 
Postal Outlet, 4839 Leslie St., North York, 

M2J 5E4 no later than Oct. 8, 2004. 
For further queries, please contact Gertrude Chan at 416-496-
9671. 

W elcome to our new 
members: Katherine 
Chan Wan, yr. 1967 and 
Susan Fong Jeong, yr. 

1971.  If you come across any school-
mates of yours who have not yet joined 
our association, do try to recruit them in.  
The more members we have, the stronger 
we become.  Forms are available through 
any committee members 

Friday, October 29, 2004 

The first social gathering organized by the newly elected committee is a mahjong/dinner on Friday, October 29, 2004 at Galaxy 
Chinese Cuisine ( 喜福樓 ).  Details are as follows: 
 Venue  Galaxy Chinese Cuisine, 350 Highway 7 East, Unit 101, Richmond Hill, ON L4B 3N2 
   Tel. 905-707-0988 
 Date  Friday, October 29, 2004 
 Time  mahjong game 1 p.m. 
   registration 6.30 p.m. 
   dinner  7 p.m. 
 Cost  mahjong  $20/table and food is not included 
   dinner  $30.00 members 
     $35.00 non members 
     $10.00 Children under 6 years old  
To complement the evening, the 2004 Academic Achievement Awards are given out to the children of our alumnae.  It must be 
emphasized that at least one of the parents must accompany the award recipient to the dinner. 
 

To reserve your seat, please fill in the form below and return it with payment as soon as possible no later than October 18.  You 
are obligated to honour your commitment.  If you cancel your reservation less than 72 hours prior to the event, payment will be 
charged as we need to confirm with the restaurant. 

 

Reply Form 
 
 

Please complete this form and mail it (together with your cheque) to: 
 P.O. Box 20056, Nymark Postal Outlet, 4839 Leslie Street, North York, ON M2J 5E4 
 

Member’s Name _______________________________________ 
   (Please print) 
Year __________________ 
 

Address ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Tel. No. ________________________________E-mail Address _________________________________ 
 

Guest’s Name(s) 1.___________________________  3._______________________________ 
  2.___________________________  4._______________________________ 
 

Cheque Enclosed $____________________________ 
 

Date ______________________________________ 
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